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Lynchburg Business is proud to launch 
our inaugural Top 50 Most Influential in 
Business feature in our August/September 
2026 issue. This campaign recognizes and 
celebrates the remarkable and dynamic 
individuals whose contributions enrich 
the lives of others, grow our economy, and 
elevate the quality of life in our region.

Our 2026 featured Most Influential People  
in business were handpicked by an expert panel  

from nominations received.
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Darrell K. Williams
President,  
Hampton University 

Williams, a retired U.S. Army three-star general, took of-
fice as the 13th president of Hampton University in 2022. 
Williams previously served at the Fortune 250 company 
Leidos as the global organization’s United Kingdom vice 
president and managing director of the U.K. Ministry of 
Defense Logistics Commodities and Services Transforma-
tion program, providing global logistical support to U.K. 
military forces. Williams is a business leader and educa-
tor with development experience focused on creating an 
unparalleled higher education experience for students. 
 

ECONOMICS

Vinod Agarwal, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics;  
Deputy Director,  
Dragas Center for Economic  
Analysis & Policy; 
Director, Economic Forecasting 
Project, Old Dominion University

A Professor of Economics at ODU since 1981, Agarwal 
is known for his engaging style in the classroom, for his 
prolific and multi-faceted research, and for his invalu-
able contributions to regional economic conversations 
covering everything from tourism, economic develop-
ment, Virginia’s ports, and immigration. He served as a 
member of the Virginia College Building Authority for 
the Commonwealth of Virginia from 2004-2012 and as a 
member of the Governor’s Advisory Board of Econom-
ics from 2006-2010. He also served as the chairman of 
the ODU Economics Department from 2001-2006. 

Robert “Bob” McNab, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics; 
Chair, Department of Economics,  
Strome College of Business;  
Director, Dragas Center for Economic 
Analysis & Policy, Old Dominion University

Known for his ability to make complex economic data 
accessible to a lay audience, McNab is also the director 
of the Dragas Center for Economic Analysis and Policy 
at ODU. He is a member of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia’s Survey of Professional Forecasters and was a 
member of the Joint Advisory Board of Economics for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. Widely published, McNab also 
edits the annual State of the Region: Hampton Roads and 
State of the Commonwealth reports, which are consid-
ered essential reading for the region’s decision makers.

ENERGY & UTILITIES

Ed Baine
President,  
Utility Operations,  
Dominion Energy Virginia

As president of Dominion Energy Virginia, Baine is 
responsible for all facets of utility business operations. He 
joined the company in 1995 as an associate engineer and 
has since held numerous engineering, operational and 
management positions. He assumed his current posi-
tion in 2025. Baine is a member of the boards of directors 
of the Dominion Energy Credit Union, ChamberRVA 
and Venture Richmond. He also serves on the board of 
directors of Virginia Learns and is a member of American 
Revolution 250 Commission and GreenCity CDA. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from 
Virginia Tech and completed the advanced management 
program at Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business. 
Baine is a registered professional engineer in Virginia 

Tonya Byrd
Director,  
Community Engagement  
Policy & Local Affairs,  
Dominion Energy

Equipped with an in-depth knowledge of power genera-
tion operations and systems, Byrd previously worked as an 
engineer and senior nuclear training instructor at Surry 
Power Station; supervisor, Customer Account Manage-
ment; and supervisor, Electrical Distribution Design. She 
has a strong focus on STEM education, volunteerism, 
community engagement and diversity and inclusion. 
She received a Benjamin J. Lambert III Volunteer of 
the Year award in 2019 for her work with the African 
American Resource Group at Dominion Energy.

Cherise Newsome
Senior Communications Specialist,  
Dominion Energy

Look no further for a PR pro and communications expert 
with heart. Newsome has served as Dominion Energy’s 
Southeastern Virginia and Northeastern North Carolina 
spokesperson and has helped manage their external affairs 
since 2023. Among her many responsibilities with the utility, 
she offers online energy-saving tips and celebrates Dominion 
Energy team members and their collaborations with the 
community. Newsome was a long-time journalist with the 
Virginian-Pilot, director of communications with Ports-
mouth Public Schools, vice-president of marketing and com-
munications with Hampton Roads Community Foundation 
and in 2024, began her passion project, the Executive Faith 
Network, a faith-based professional development to guide 
careers and grow within. She continues her service to others 
as an active board member with the YMCA on Granby. 

Shannon O. Pierce
President, CEO,  
Virginia Natural Gas

A proud Cavalier, and native of Surry, Pierce began her 
career trajectory as a lawyer for McGuireWoods LLP 
in Richmond, Virginia. After 21+ years of working on 
behalf of the energy and utilities industry she assumed 
her current role in 2025.  Pierce holds a Bachelor of Arts 
and a Doctor of Law degree, both from the University 
of Virginia. Additionally, she is a member and former 
board member of the Energy Bar Association Southern 
Chapter, where she previously served as president. She has 
also served on boards for various not-for-profit organiza-
tions focusing on education and economic equity.

FINANCE & BANKING

John C. Asbury
President & CEO,  
Atlantic Union Bank

In addition to being president and CEO of Atlantic Union 
Bank, with 109 branches in Virginia, Maryland and North 
Carolina, Asbury was recently elected chair for the American 
Bankers Association. Spanning a career of more than 35 
years, Asbury previously served as president and CEO at 
First National Bank of Santa Fe and senior executive vice 
president at Regions Financial Corporation. He continues to 
contribute to the community and state through not-for-
profit board memberships with The Virginia Port Authority, 
Virginia Learns and The Greater Richmond Partnership.

G. Robert Aston, Jr., 
Executive Chairman,  
TowneBank

G. Robert (Bob) Aston, Jr., the guiding force behind 
TowneBank, has been in banking for more than 60 years. 
To celebrate his milestone, the senior leadership and joint 
board of directors honored Aston with a gift of more than 
$500,000 dollars in personal contributions to add funds 
to the G. Robert Aston Scholarship Fund. Named the 
2021 “Hampton Roads Citizen of the Year,” Aston is also 
a board member for Virginia Wesleyan University, the 
Virginia Business Higher Education Council, Reinvent 
Hampton Roads and the GO Virginia Foundation.

William I. Foster III
President & CEO,  
TowneBank

Foster was named president and CEO of TowneBank by 
the board of directors on December 31, 2023. He joined 
TowneBank in 2004 as regional president to lead expan-
sion efforts into Norfolk. Prior to joining Towne, he 
served as the Eastern Region president of Central Fidelity 
Bank. Foster is truly “home grown” talent, having earned 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administra-
tion with a major in Accounting from Old Dominion 
University, as well as an MBA from William & Mary. 
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Congratulations, Shannon O. Pierce

We appreciate your leadership as the President and CEO of Virginia Natural Gas, 
and the energy you bring to our company, our industry and the Commonwealth.

Named one of the 175 Most Influential People in Coastal Virginia.
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